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The opioid epidemic and 
the connection to dental care.
The misuse of opioids has resulted in an epidemic affecting countless lives and communities 
across the country. Here’s a look at how oral health and the ongoing epidemic are connected:

70% of wisdom teeth extractions for
people 16-22 result in at least one 
opioid prescription.1

opioid prescriptions are written by 
oral health professionals, including

1 in 10

of opioid prescriptions 
for adolescents.145% of people who misuse opioids started 

by taking prescribed medications.275%

in added costs to 
the U.S. economy.4

$500B+
lives are lost each year to 
opioid overdoses.3

47K+
Epidemic Impacts:


